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GENTLENESS

What do washing machines, dish
soap, a big ol’ grizzly bear named
“Ben,” and you have in common?
You, the bear, and everything listed
there all can be gentle.
St. Paul encouraged the members
of one of his churches, “Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is
near” (Philippians 4:5).
Too often we associate gentleness
with being a wimp. That’s not really
true. Washing machines can rip
clothes to shreds. Soaps can irritate
the skin. Bears can maul people. And
just turn on the news to see what destruction human beings can do.
Nevertheless, we can be gentle.
We can learn to be unselfish and considerate in everything we do.

FAITH...

Think what the world would be
like if everyone showed unselfish
consideration for others! There
would be no road rage. Children
wouldn’t fight over any particular
toy. Customers and cashiers would
never stall a checkout line by bickering over a sale price. Divorce
might even come to a halt.
Of course, none of us will ever
be able to be perfectly gentle in this
life. No matter how hard we work at
it, we just won’t. But, Jesus was!
With a word, Jesus could calm
a raging sea or cause a tree to wither. Yet he never failed to heal the
sick, preach good news to the poor,
and offer forgiveness to even the
worst of sinners.

November 2021

Jesus even offers forgiveness for
every time you and I have failed to be
gentle, those times when we insisted
on getting our own way and didn’t
care whom we had to hurt to get it.
When we think of Jesus’ willingness
to forgive us, it makes us want to be
more like him – gentle and caring.
There once was a Christian man
whose very presence in a room was a
visual definition of words like strong,
tough, and thoroughly masculine. Yet
for twenty-five years he spent nearly
every Sunday afternoon leading a
worship service for a hundred intellectually disabled women at the state
mental hospital. That man was a tremendous example in letting his gentleness be evident to all.
Do you ever desire such a gentle
spirit at the center of your life? There
really is only one sure path to that
kind of gentleness. The journey down
that path includes experiencing the
profound forgiveness of Christ so
that you might have gentle forgiveness to offer to others. See, hear
and learn how as you worship and
study God’s Word with us at Faith!

FREE Winter Clothing Distribution Returns!

After needing to take a year off because of the pandemic, once again this fall Faith is coordinating a FREE
community winter clothing distribution. We have been
accepting donations of winter inner and outer wear at our
Evangelical
&
Lutheran
church campus on Grass Lake Road throughout the month
Lutheran Church
Elementary School
of October. And resources are piling up!
24300 W. Grass Lake Road
(Pre-K through Grade 8)
This year the distribution will take place on two days.
(at HWY 59) Antioch
1275 Main Street Antioch
On Friday, November 5, from NOON until 7:00 PM we
847-293-6101
847-395-1660
will welcome everyone to come peruse and make use of
Worship Services Saturday 5:30 PM
anything they need. Then Saturday, November 6, the
Sunday 8:00 & 10:45 AM
doors will be open again from 8:00 until 11:00 AM. Everything remaining when the doors close on Saturday will
Sunday School weekly at 9:30 AM
be donated to programs that offer free winter clothing to
Adult Studies Sundays 9:30 AM & Wednesdays 7:00 PM those in need in major population centers nearby.
Whether you are interested in donating your used outVisit us online…
or on the radio!
erwear,
making an exchange or simply picking out somewww.faithantioch.org
WFEL 99.9 FM
thing for yourself or as a gift for someone else, we would
facebook.com/faithantioch
Antioch
be happy for your participation with this community activity on our church campus. And it’s all free!
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Men’s Monthly
Breakfast Bible Study

November Filled With Special
Worship Services

The End of Another Year
- Season of End Time
No, it’s not 2022 yet, but the
month of November does draw to a
conclusion another Christian church
year. While the first half of the church
year focused on the life and work of
the Lord of the church, Jesus Christ,
the second half has focused on the
church’s life on this earth. Thus, for
most of the last five months, during the
Sundays after Pentecost, the lessons of
worship have focused us on various
aspects of the Christian life.
Now during November, we turn to
the last things of life on this earth, the
church’s final struggle during End
Time. The last three Sundays of the
church year each address a particular
aspect of these last days. First, we focus on the Last Judgment and recall
that Jesus has promised us he will return and judge the living and the dead.
The lessons for this Sunday encourage
us to be ready no matter when the Lord
returns to judge.
The following week we observe
Saints Triumphant Sunday. We rejoice
that the result of God’s judgment will
be victory and eternal joy in heaven for
every true Christian: the Saints
(everyone who trusts Christ’s holiness to
cover their sins is labeled a “saint” or
“holy one” in Scripture). Saints Trium-

phant Sunday also provides opportunity to remember the saints who have
gone ahead of us to their eternal rest.
Finally, the last Sunday of the
church year is observed as Christ the
King Sunday. Jesus Christ, the Lamb
of God, reigns supreme on the throne
of heaven eternally. This truth fills us
with eager expectation for the kingdom
of heaven as we walk together through
these last days!
The season of End Time closes out
the church year. With its focus on
Christ’s coming it puts us in perfect
position to begin a new church year
with the season of Advent, a season
where we will again see Christ coming
down to us from heaven!

Thanksgiving Worship
November also gives us opportunity to gather for special Thanksgiving
services. Unlike most of the special
worship opportunities we enjoy
throughout the church year, this festi-

val does not have its roots in church,
but secular history. Though Thanksgiving festivals during harvest season
were common throughout Europe and
the Americas before the pilgrims,
their celebration of the occasion in
1621 marks the traditional origin of
the modern American observance.
Not until 1941, when President Roosevelt signed a bill into law, was
Thanksgiving an official national
holiday in the United States.
Even with these secular origins,
Thanksgiving affords Christians a
wonderful opportunity to thank God
for his rich and abundant blessings.
Indeed, the tradition of an annual
remembrance of God’s goodness during the time of harvest is not without
scriptural precedent. Old-Testament
believers, in fact, observed two such
festivals during the year. The first,
the Feast of Harvest, afforded believers the opportunity to offer God their
first-fruits at the beginning of each
wheat harvest. The second, the Feast
of Ingathering, was observed at the
harvest from orchard and vineyard.
Both observances taught OldTestament believers to see every
good gift as coming down from their
heavenly Father and to respond with
thanksgiving.
“Enter the Lord’s gates with
thanksgiving and his courts with
praise; give thanks to him and praise
his name. For the Lord is good and
his love endures forever,” the psalmist instructs. Indeed, the believer’s
heart exudes thanksgiving to God at
every opportunity! Not only do we
enjoy bountiful earthly blessings, but
more importantly, we reap immeasurable spiritual blessing through the
work of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Please consider joining us in person this Thanksgiving to rejoice in
and give thanks to our good and gracious God! Faith will host two similar
services at which everyone is most
welcome: Wednesday evening November 24 at 7 PM and Thanksgiving Day November 25 at 9 AM.

For the better part of two decades
now on the second Saturday each
month at 8:00 AM (donut time!) the
guys begin gathering at Faith Church
and assisting with laying out an awesome breakfast buffet. By 8:30 AM a
Bible study and discussion led by a
Faith pastoral staff member delves into
issues that men face in work and family life. Breakfast is free, but an offering
is gathered. All offerings gathered at
these breakfasts are contributed toward
a mission project! Over the years more
than $20,000 has been contributed to
mission and humanitarian projects in
numerous corners of the world!
All men of any age are most welcome. Come hungry! Bring a hungry
friend... or two!

Wednesday Advent Worship
Returns this December

Special Advent evening worship
services at Faith have long been a way
we annually prepare heart, mind and
soul for the coming of the Christ.
While these quiet evenings focused on
the Word of our God prepare us to celebrate the Christ’s arrival in Bethlehem, we also prepare ourselves to meet
him face to face on the Last Day.
Until then we also meet him continually in his Word itself. Our
Wednesday gatherings this December
are themed “Come Search for TRUE
LIGHT.” We will focus on three portions of Scripture which point to Jesus
as the light of the world and lead us to
welcome the enlightening of his Holy
Spirit. We pray these meditations guide
us in readying our hearts to meet our
Savior in his manger, at his cross and
when he returns again in all his glory.

New Hymnal = New
Dimensions of Worship

During November our new hymnals that were recently dedicated by
our WELS Commission on Worship
will begin to appear in the Faith sanctuary. The use of new hymns, liturgies,
psalms and rites will begin slowly. The
new schedule of prescribed lessons for
each Sunday will begin in full the Sunday after Thanksgiving. We are looking forward to this journey into new
dimensions of worship. We pray it will
be full of blessings for everyone who
gathers to praise the Lord at Faith.
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It’s not too early to put Faith’s Annual

Christmas 4 Kids

on your calendar - Saturday December 4!

December is fast approaching! Do you think
you may need some ‘kids free’ time to accomplish
some ‘secret’ December shopping? Do some wrapping away from little, wondering eyes? Or will a
little quiet time for some baking or decorating be
helpful? Or simply a little quiet? Returning to the
schedule this December is an opportunity for folks
at Faith to give you a hand!
We’d be happy to keep your kids busy for a
few hours on Saturday morning December 4. Our
Christmas 4 Kids activity day is for children currently three years old through those enrolled in
fourth grade. Please also let friends and neighbors
know about this FREE opportunity.
You can register in advance on-line, at church
or in the office at our school campus. Same day
registration on December 4 begins at 8:30 AM,
but if you’ve pre-registered ahead of time you can
drop the kids off just a little bit before 9:00 AM.
We’ll keep them busy with crafts, music, story
time, skits and games until you return to pick them
up at 11:45 PM. At 11:45 PM there will be a 15
minute devotion/program in which the children
will present a sample of what they learned about
Jesus and the events of the first Christmas.
Sounds fun, doesn’t it? For both you and for
the kids? Find more details on our Faith website or
by calling Pastor Ungemach at 847-293-6101.
Hope to see you there!

Would you Like to Know More?

Would it be helpful to see a schedule for
what’s ahead in November and December at Faith?
Looking for updates on weather or COVID related
issues impacting a service, Bible study or other
event? You will find all of that and so much more
at faithantioch.org or at our FaceBook page.
Registering as a user on our website provides
access to even more helpful information that is refreshed throughout the day. We hope you will find
this an easy tool for getting to know us better. Give
us a look any time you are on-line. We’ll be ready
with more information about all things FAITH!

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING!
Through Jesus Christ, God has an overwhelming number of
good things to say about us. He promises we are chosen,
blameless, predestined, adopted, holy, redeemed, forgiven,
saved, and filled with the Holy Spirit. If that isn't enough, he
also declares we are justified and soon be glorified. "Give

thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures
forever!" (Psalm 107:1)
- Pastor Mike Novotny
of Time of Grace

Listen to “Time of Grace”

Monday at 9 am - Tuesday at 9 pm
Thursday at 9 am - Saturday at 9 pm
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We are located at TWO sites…

FAITH Evangelical...

Our Mission:

Lutheran Church

The mission of every Christian and of Faith congregation
is to help make more and stronger disciples
by sharing with everyone the good news of Jesus Christ.

24300 West Grass Lake Road
Antioch Illinois 60002
847-395-1660

Lutheran Elementary School
(Pre-k through Grade 8)

1275 Main Street
Antioch Illinois 60002
847-395-1660
Find out more about us at…

www.faithantioch.org
facebook.com/faithantioch
instagram.com/faithantioch
&
WFEL 99.9 FM Antioch
broadcasting locally 24 hours a day

This is a non-profit publication serving
the members of Faith and residents of
the surrounding communities with
information on activities of the church,
school and the community.

Highlighting Coming Events at FAITH of Antioch
Please note at which facility the activity will take place... our Church Campus on Grass
Lake Road or our Lutheran Elementary School Campus on Main Street...

 November 5

Winter Clothing Distribution Noon - 7:00 PM (church)

 November 6

Winter Clothing Distribution 8:00-11:00 AM (church)

 November 13

Men’s (monthly) Bible Breakfast begins at 8:00 AM (church)

 November 24

Thanksgiving EVE Worship 7:00 PM (church)

 November 25

Thanksgiving DAY Worship 9:00 AM (church)

 December 1

Advent Wednesday Services begin 3:30 & 7:00 PM (church)

 December 4

Christmas 4 Kids 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (church)

 December 19

Festival of Lessons & Carols at 8:00 & 10:45 AM (church)

We invite you to be with us for any of these occasions.
For questions look to our website www.faithantioch.org for more information
or feel free to give Pastor Ungemach a call at 847-293-6101.

