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Our lead articles of all 2020 Messenger
issues explore favorite Bible verses.

This month’s favorite Bible verse is:

Galatians 4:4-5
“When the time had fully come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born under
law, to redeem those under law, that we
might receive the full rights of sons.”

Christmas - God’s
Gift to YOU!
It’s the moment for which children
wait so excitedly: the time for tearing
open Christmas presents. It’s thrilling
to see their excitement and joy to find
out what lies beneath the bow and paper. But often, just as quickly as the
excitement erupted, it begins to disappear. When the flying bows and paper
settle, feelings of disappointment and
ingratitude so often start to surface.
The moment everyone so eagerly
looked forward to has become... yet
another... disappointment.
For so many, the Christmas season

and celebration ends up like the boxes strewn across the floor — empty.
Because, eventually, the music stops,
the decorations come down, the parties end, and life goes back to… let’s
just say, normal.
But this won’t always be the case
if we can continue to remember what
Christmas is really about. Christmas
is the celebration of the gift of God’s
one and only Son, a gift he gave to
the world. It’s the gift that I need,
that you need, that this whole world
needs. You see, this world —
including you and me — is wrapped
and covered in sin. It is this covering
of sin that leaves us empty and disappointed and looking for more gifts
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and other presents that we hope can fill
our voids. But they never will.
It is only through the gift of God’s
Son, and his life and death, that the
ugly covering and wrapping of your sin
is removed. Jesus did not come to be
placed under a Christmas tree. He
came to hang on a tree, not as an ornament, but as the one dying on a tree to
pay for all of your sins. His perfect,
innocent life and death are gifts he offers to you to make you his perfect and
holy child and heir of heaven.
Christmas is so much more than
presents placed beneath a tree. It’s the
sure and certain fulfillment of God’s
most treasured gift to you — your Savior from sin, Jesus Christ.
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This holiday season sure will be different! No Christmas 4 Kids. No Children’s Christmas services. No Tuba
Christmas. No Christmas Eve Candlelight service. But
there is still plenty of holiday activity at Faith Lutheran!
We have been fine-tuning our approach to in-person
activities and worship for months. We follow CDC and
state recommendations and guidelines for everything we
put together. Air filtration has been maximized along with
the fresh air mix rate being doubled in our heating systems.
Seating is laid out in socially distanced patterns that change
from service to service. Capacity is limited for all services
and events to 25% of normal, or less. Gathering and dismissal are guided and not random for those who have made
reservations to be present. Everyone wears a mask, even
while singing (which we don’t do nearly as much of). Service elements and length are considerably shortened. Offerings are gathered at the door. Children who are elementary
grade age and younger are urged to remain with their
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households at all times. Households sit
alone together in social distanced seating arrangements using single use worship folders that each family places in
the recycling receptacle on the way out
of church. A plenteous supply of hand
sanitizer and masks are always available. (And, if you only saw the sanitizing routines prescribed that go on between all the events…)
Clearly there is nothing “normal”
about all that! But, if this December
you wish to attend a holiday worship
service we can assure you all of those
efforts have been made at Faith. We
pledge to make your time spent with us
as safe as we possibly can for everyone
who reserves a spot for their household
at one of our services.
If all of that still leaves you uncomfortable joining us in person we
hope you will join us through our worship stream! The audio, along with
each service’s worship folder, will always be available from our website at
any time a service is scheduled. Our
radio station WFEL 99.9 (LP) FM will
also stream every service.
We will all remember 2020 as a
year very little was “normal.” We hope
we can provide a little Christmas normalcy for our Faith family and community by carrying on with our most treasured Christmas observances in ways
everyone can find their own comfortable level of engagement. Christmas in a
Covid world can still include celebrating the best news our world will ever
hear. God is still with us! And our Savior God will keep offering himself to us
and for us in his Word just as he always has! Please join us in hearing that
Word of forgiveness, hope and promise
this December at Faith Lutheran.

FESTIVAL OF NINE
LESSONS & CAROLS
Saturday evening 12/19 &
Sunday Morning 12/20
Each Christmas Eve, millions
around the world tune their radios to
hear a truly glorious service: The Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols from
King’s College, Cambridge, England.
As one of the great traditions of the

Christmas season Lessons and Carols
is also sung by church choirs large and
small in every part of the Englishspeaking world. Faith, Antioch will
once again host a Lessons & Carols
service this year.
A Service of Lessons and Carols
has been an annual tradition at King’s
since 1918. But its roots go back even
further to the 1880s. Beginning with
Once in Royal David’s City, sixteen
boy and fourteen undergraduate male
voices sing carols old and new. Lectors
read nine Scripture lessons tracing the
history of God’s plan of salvation in
Christ Jesus. Since 1928, the service
has been broadcast worldwide to millions of listeners every year, even during World War II when the stained
glass (and heating system) was removed from the cathedral for safety
reasons. Since its inception, the lessons
and prayers have remained virtually
unchanged.
As the creator of the Lessons and

Carols service pointed out in the first
program, the pattern and strength of the
service resides with the lessons themselves and not with the music. “The
main theme of the service is the development, through the Scriptures of the
Old and New Testaments, of the loving
purpose of God in sending his Son. Carols and hymns simply guide us in our
response to the word of God's promise.”
Faith, Antioch has now held these
holiday services for two decades, becoming a yearly favorite for both congregation & our friends in the community. If you have never experienced a
presentation of the Christmas message
in this format, you’ve truly missed
out! Your friends at Faith cordially
invite you to join us for this special
event. We also encourage you to let
your friends know! Identical services
will be held in-person and streamed
the weekend before Christmas on Saturday at 5:30 and 7:00 PM and Sunday
morning at 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM.

You are most cordially invited to join us at Faith for…

Holiday Worship 2020
Please make a RESERVATION for seating at any service
at faithantioch.org
all services being streamed at scheduled service times
Wednesdays December 2, 9 & 16
Advent Evening Prayer at 3:30 & 7:00 PM
2020 Theme: A Child Can Change Everything!
December 2: Isaac
December 9: Solomon
December 16: John the Baptist
Saturday December 19
Festival of Lessons & Carols at 5:30 & 7:00 PM
Sunday December 20
Festival of Lessons & Carols at 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM
Thursday

December 24

Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve Worship at 3:30, 5:00, 6:30 & 8:00 PM
Friday December 25
Christmas Day
Christmas Day Festival Worship at 9:00 AM
Thursday December 31
New Years Eve
Evening Prayer at 5:30 PM
Wednesday January 6
Festival of the Epiphany
Candlelight Worship at 7:00 PM
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WFEL 99.9 FM - Your Source for
THE MUSIC OF THE SEASON
Looking for “commercial free” traditional holiday
music to help you keep the spirit of the season all
December through? We have a suggestion! 99.9 FM!
Hear traditional and sacred Christmas music at
various times of the day throughout December. Enjoy
choral variety from a selection of artists known
throughout the world. Seasonal selections increase as
December progresses. Continuous SACRED Christmas music will be offered from noon Christmas
Eve through midnight of Christmas Day. WFEL
99.9 (LP) FM Antioch is Faith’s very own radio station broadcasting locally 24 hours a day!
Christmas devotions and sermons, of Faith pastors and others, are also featured throughout the
Christmas season until the Festival of the Epiphany on
January 6 in both radio programming and also available at our church website - faithantioch.org. Enjoy!

Advent Evening Prayer on Wednesdays
Special Advent evening worship services are a
way we annually prepare heart, mind and soul for the
coming of the Christ. While these quiet evenings focused on the Word of our God prepare us to celebrate
the Christ’s arrival in Bethlehem, we also prepare ourselves to meet him face to face on the Last Day. Until
then we also meet him continually in his Word itself.
Our Wednesday gatherings this December are themed
“A Child Can Change Everything.” We focus on three
children in Scripture God used to change the course of
his plan to save his world through his long promised
Messiah. We pray these meditations guide us in readying our hearts to meet our Savior in his manger, at
his cross and when he returns again in all his glory.

Join Us For Christmas Eve Worship!
This year’s plan for Christmas Eve is four identical Evening Prayer services at 3:30, 5:00, 6:30 & 8:00
PM. We are limited to 25% of our seating capacity and our worship seating will be spaced appropriately for social distancing.
All seating for the services will be by household and will require a reservation. Special accommodations are being made for
portions of each service to have a “candlelight” atmosphere to them without distributing candles to all participants. Single use
worship folders will be distributed to each household. Come join us for “traditional” content presented with Covid era care.

Born in a Barn

Listen to “Time of Grace”

When the Son of God became the Son of Man, He landed in a
barn. "While they were there, the time came for (Mary) to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger.” (Luke 2:6-7) The
humility of Jesus' birth sends a powerful message of what He came
to do. He came to experience all of our humanity. He came to suffer
for us. He was born in a barn so that we could live in his mansion.

Monday at 9 am - Tuesday at 9 pm
Thursday at 9 am - Saturday at 9 pm

Pastor Mark Jeske

Time of Grace Ministries
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We are located at TWO sites…

FAITH Evangelical...

Our Mission:
The mission of every Christian and of Faith congregation
is to help make more and stronger disciples
by sharing with everyone the good news of Jesus Christ.

Lutheran Church
24300 West Grass Lake Road
Antioch Illinois 60002
847-395-1660

Lutheran Elementary School
(Pre-k through Grade 8)

1275 Main Street
Antioch Illinois 60002
847-395-1660
Find out more about us at…

www.faithantioch.org
facebook.com/faithantioch
&
WFEL 99.9 FM Antioch
broadcasting locally 24 hours a day

This is a non-profit publication serving
the members of Faith and residents of
the surrounding communities with
information on activities of the church,
school and the community.

Highlighting Coming Events at FAITH of Antioch
Please note at which facility the activity will take place... our Church Campus on Grass
Lake Road or our Lutheran Elementary School Campus on Main Street...

December 2, 9, 16

Wednesday Advent Vespers at 3:30 & 7:00 PM (church)

December 19 Festival of Lessons & Carols 5:30 & 7:00 PM (church)
December 20 Festival of Lessons & Carols 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM (church)
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 3:30, 5:00, 6:30 & 8:00 PM (church)
December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship 9:00 AM (church)
December 31 New Years Eve Evening Prayer 5:30 PM (church)
January 6

Epiphany Candlelight Worship 7:00 PM (church)

We invite you to be with us for any of these occasions.
For questions look to our website www.faithantioch.org for more information
or feel free to give Pastor Ungemach a call at 847-293-6101.

